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Instructions to Authors

Manuscript Submission

Online Manuscript Submission

BioMetals has a fully web-enabled manuscript submission and review system. This system offers authors
the option of tracking in real time the review process of their manuscripts. The online manuscript and
review system offers easy and straightforward log-in and submission procedures. It supports a wide range of
submission file formats, including Word, WordPerfect, RTF, TXT and LaTeX for article text and TIFF,
EPS, PS, GIF, JPEG and PPT for figures. PDF is not a recommended format.

Manuscripts should be submitted to:
http://biom.edmgr.com

Authors are requested to download the Consent to Publish and Transfer of Copyright form from this
system.

Please send a completed and signed form either by mail or fax to the BioMetals Office.

Authors of reviews are requested to contact the Editor-in-Chief to discuss suitability before submitting their
manuscript.

NOTE: By using the online manuscript submission and review system, it is NOT necessary to submit the
manuscript also as printout + disk. In case you encounter any difficulties while submitting your manuscript
online, please get in touch with the responsible Editorial Assistant by clicking on “CONTACT US” from
the toolbar.

Electronic figures

Electronic versions of your figures must be supplied. For vector graphics, EPS is the preferred format. For
bitmapped graphics, TIFF is the preferred format. The following resolutions are optimal: line figures - 600
— 1200 dpi; photographs - 300 dpi; screen dumps - leave as is. Colour figures can be submitted in the RGB
colour system. Font-related problems can be avoided by using standard fonts such as Times Roman,
Courier and Helvetica.

Colour figures

Colour figures may be printed at the author’s expense. Please indicate at submission which figures should be
printed in colour, the number of colour pages you prefer and to which address we can send the invoice. The
standard price per article is €950/$1150 .

Language
We appreciate any efforts that you make to ensure that the language is corrected before submission. This
will greatly improve the legibility of your paper if English is not your first language.

Style and Presentation

Manuscripts should be written in clear, grammatical, idiomatic English, following US spelling conventions
according to Webster’s International Dictionary. Authors whose mother tongue is not English are urged to
have their manuscript read by a colleague with Native English prior to submission. Incomplete or imperfect
manuscripts will be returned immediately. Authors should supply two copies of both text and the illus-
trations.

Data should be presented simply and concisely. The manuscript should be typed on one side of the page
with double spacing throughout allowing ample margins with consecutive numbering of all pages.
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The typescript should be arranged in the following order: title; full names of all authors; the address(es)
where the work was carried out; running title; abstract of not more than 250 words; three to five keywords
for indexing purposes; text of paper; appendices (if any); tables; each on a separate page; legends for all
illustrations, grouped together on the same paper; and illustrations.

It is understood that papers submitted for publications have not been published previously and are not
simultaneously offered to any other journal.

Text
The text of the paper should be divided up into the following sections: Introduction, Materials and
Methods, Results, Discussion, Acknowledgements and References.

The Introduction should be concise and define the scope of the work in relation to other work done in the
same field. An exhaustive review of the literature is not necessary: reference should only be made to recent
and relevant publications.

Materials and methods should provide enough information to permit exact repetition of the experimental
work. Where appropriate, suppliers’ names should be given. Location (e.g. Sigma, St Louis, MO, USA) are
not necessary to mention.

Results should be clear and precise; interpretations or references to other work or related results should
appear only in the Discussion section, although, where appropriate, the two sections may be combined.
Subheadings may be inserted in the main text, but these should not be numbered or lettered. The appro-
priate location for each table and illustration should be indicated. Simple chemical formulae or mathe-
matical equations should be presented in a form that allows their reproduction in single horizontal lines of
type; complicated chemical structures should be provided as line figures.

Latin species names should be in italics (or underlined in the manuscript) and written out in full only at first
mention. Single-letter abbreviations may be used subsquently. The genus name should be in italics when
referring to the whole genus but in roman (not underlined) when used trivially. Anglicised versions should
be in roman with initial capitals. Strains should be designated by capital letters and numbers. Drug names
should be given as generic names only, since trade names may vary from country to country.

References

References should be cited in the text by means of the author-date system. Where there are more than two
authors, only the first author should be named, followed by et al. Where several references come together
they should be arranged in date order: (Warburg 1949, Harrison et al. 1974, Theil Aisen 1987).

The references should be given in alphabetical order in a double-spaced list. Where there are more than six
authors only the names and initials of the first three should be listed, followed by et al. Full publication
details, including journal titles abbreviated according to Index Medicus, should be given as in the following
examples:

Neilands JB. 1991 Microbial iron compounds. Annu Res Biochem 50, 715-731 Warburg 0. 1949 Heavy
Metal Prosthetic Groups, Oxford: Clarendon Press.

Theil EC, Aisen P. 1987 The Storage and transport of iron in animal cells. In: Winkelman G, van der Helm
D, Neilands JB, eds. Iron Transport in Microbes, Plants and Animals. Weinheim: VCH Verlagsgellschaft:
23-59.

Papers in press and personal communications:

Papers in press may be listed among the references with the journal name and tentative year of publication.
Only papers which have been accepted for publication should be cites as “in press.”

Personal communications should not be listed among the references and should be used only if permission
for publication and verification of the wording of the citation have be obtained.

Responsibility for accuracy of references rest with the author.
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Tables and Illustrations

Tables should be kept to a minimum and should not repeat information already in the text. Tables should
be numbered consecutively with Arabic numbers and cited in the text. Each table should have a descriptive
title and each column an appropriate heading, including units of measurement where relevant.

Line illustrations should be supplied as glossy prints or high-quality artwork and should allow for
reduction to about 70% of their original size. Lettering on figures, should be kept to a minimum and
explanations restricted to the legends. Half-tone illustrations should be supplied as sharp, wellcontrasted
prints of a suitable size for reproduction without excessive enlargements or reduction.

Figure legends should provide only essential information and not repeat details in the text.

Copyright
Copyright in articles published in their journal is the property of Springer. Authors are responsible for
obtaining permission to reproduce copyright material from other sources.

Proofs
Proofs will be sent to the corresponding author by e-mail (if no e-mail address is available or appears to be
out of order, proofs will be sent by regular mail).

Your response, with or without corrections, should be sent within 72 hours. Please do not make any
corrections to the PDF file.

Minor corrections (+ /- 10) should be sent as an e-mail attachment to: proofscorrection@springer.com.
Always quote the four-letter journal code and article number and the DO No. from your proof in the
subject field of your e-mail.

Extensive corrections must be clearly marked on a printout of the PDF file and should be sent by firstclass
mail (airmail overseas).

Offprints
Fifty offprints of each article will be provided free of charge. Additional offprints (both hard copies and
PDF files) can be ordered by means of an offprint order form supplied with the proofs.

Page Charges and Colour Figures
No page charges are levied on authors or their institutions except for colour pages. The author will be
contacted regarding costs and invoicing if the manuscript includes colour figures.

Springer Open Choice

In addition to the normal publication process (whereby an article is submitted to the journal and access to
that article is granted to customers who have purchased a subscription), Springer now provides an alter-
native publishing option: Springer Open Choice. A Springer Open Choice article receives all the benefits of
a regular subscription-based article, but in addition is made available publicly through Springers online
platform SpringerLink. To publish via Springer Open Choice, upon acceptance please visit www.sprin-
ger.com/openchoice to complete the relevant order form and provide the required payment information.
Payment must be received in full before publication or articles will publish as regular subscription-model
articles. We regret that Springer Open Choice cannot be ordered for published articles.
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